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Elizabeth Sarah Mathews

Office: NIRSA, John Hume Building, NUI Maynooth, Co. Kildare

+ 353 1 7086219 (voice phone) + 353 1 7083573 (fax)
esmathews@yahoo.ie
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
EDUCATATIONAL BACKGROUND: 
PhD: Geography, NUI Maynooth.  
Thesis Title:  Mainstreaming Policy for Deaf Education in Ireland: An International Reflection. 
Supervisor: Prof. Rob Kitchin
MA: Masters in Deaf Education: Special Programs in Deafness, Gallaudet University, Washington DC, May 2005. 4.0 Grade Point Average
BA: BA International in English and Tíreolaíocht (Geography through Irish), NUI Galway and Boston College, October 2004. 1.1
Diploma: Diploma in Irish, NUI Galway, April 2005 Pass with Distinction
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:   
Editorial Assistant:
2006-2008: Editorial Assistant for Routledge Social and Cultural Geography Journal 

2008-Present: Editorial Assistant for Transactions in Geographical Information Science Journal
Research Assistant:

I am currently providing research assistance to an independent researcher consultant on an ongoing ad hoc basis.  This primarily involves web and library searches, drafting sections of reports and editing documents.  Contact: Carmel Corrigan, cmcorrigan@eircom.net
Geography Tutor (Sept – Dec 2007/08/09) – tutor to third year geography students teaching critical thinking and research methodology.  Responsible for marking individual essays.

Geography Tutor (Sept 2005 – April 2006) – tutor to first year geography students.  Approximately forty students for the duration of the academic year supplementing material covered in lectures (physical and human geography).  Responsibilities extend to marking in class assessments.
Part-time Geography Second Level Teacher (Jan 2006 – Present) – teacher of junior cycle geography through Irish (Tíreolas) at Maynooth Post-Primary school.  Students from first, second and third year totalling approximately 50.  
Writing Advisor and English Tutor (Feb 2005 – May 2005) - Tutorial and Instructional Programs, Gallaudet University, Washington DC.  Approximately ten deaf/hard of hearing students over a period of five months for intensive one on one sessions.  I am a certified tutor by the College Reading and Learning Association in the USA.  
Choreographer and dance teacher (September 2004 – March 2005) – Volunteering with the performing arts department in the Model Secondary School for the Deaf at Gallaudet University, Washington DC.  The class consisted of six deaf performing arts students for five months on a weekly basis to prepare for a dance recital.
Substitute primary education teacher (May and June 2004) - for the Department of Education in the North Monaghan region.  Taught junior infants through to fourth class in two different schools on an ad hoc basis.
Irish language teacher (June 2004) - at a Donegal Gaeltacht summer school working with approximately 20 students aged from 11-14 for a two week intensive programme.  This was part of an immersion programme for students from Northern Ireland learning Irish as a second language.  

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS/AWARDS:
National Children’s Strategy Scholarship (€12,700 2006-07 & €16,000 2007-09)

National Children’s Strategy Travelling Fund (€1,000 2009)

NUIM Travelling Student Fund (€1,000 per annum 2006, 2007)

John and Pat Hume Scholarship (€5k per annum 2005-2008)
Fulbright Deaf Studies Student (€15k 2004-05)
Dr. Mary L. Thornton Scholar in Education (€4.5k 2004-05)
NUI Travelling Studentship Prize (€2k 2004-05)
Bord na Gaeilge (Irish Language Board) Scholarship (IRL£1k per annum 2001-02 & 2003-4)

NUI Entrance Scholarship (£1k 2000-01)

LANGUAGES:

English – Fluent

Irish – Fluent (non-native)
French – Conversational

American Sign Language – Intermediate Plus (Sign Communication Proficiency Exam)
Irish Sign Language – Intermediate
PRESENTATIONS:

April 2010: “Scattered as we are and lost among the hearing”: The changing geographies of resistance in the Irish deaf education system. 

Venue: National Technical Institute of the Deaf, Rochester Institute of Technology, USA

April 2010: Association of American Geographers Annual General Meeting. “Scattered as we are and lost among the hearing”: The changing geographies of resistance in the Irish deaf education system.

Venue: Washington DC, USA

March 2010: Educational Diversity: Difference Matters and Matters of Difference. Learning to be hearing: is the mainstream school a space for normalising deaf children?

Venue: Newcastle University, UK.

September 2009: Geographies of Education.  Critical Pedagogy, Conscientization, and the Institution of Deaf Education in Ireland.
Venue: Loughborough University, UK

June 2009: Irish Association of Teachers in Special Education. Mainstreaming of Deaf Education in the Republic of Ireland.

Venue: St. Patrick’s College, Dublin

May 2009: Conference of Irish Geographers. Learning to be hearing: is the mainstream school a space for normalising deaf children?

Venue: University College Cork, Ireland

April 2009: Association of American Geographers Annual General Meeting. Learning to be hearing: is the mainstream school a space for normalising deaf children?

Venue: Las Vegas, USA

September 2008: European Society of Mental Health and Deafness Special Interest Group Meetings. “’We got nothing … A big fat zero’: Family-centred diagnosis and immediate after-care in the Irish system”.
Venue: Dublin City University, Ireland. 

May 2008: Conference of Irish Geographers. “deaf or Deaf: Contesting boundaries between medicine and culture in mainstreamed deaf education in Ireland.”
Venue: Liverpool, UK. 

April 2008: Association of American Geographers Annual General Meeting. “deaf or Deaf: Contesting boundaries between medicine and culture in mainstreamed deaf education in Ireland.” 
Venue: Boston, MA. 

February 2008: Office of the Minister for Children Researching Children’s Worlds. Poster Presentation “Mainstreaming of Deaf Education in Ireland”. 
Venue: Ardilaun Hotel, Galway. 

September 2007: International Conference on Geographies of Children, Youth and Families.  “Including Deaf Children in Dáil na nÓg: the case of citizenship for Deaf Young People in Ireland.”
Venue: University of Reading 

August 2007: Royal Geographical Society – Institute of British Geographers. “An Historicist Analysis of Mainstreaming Deaf Education in Ireland.”
Venue: RGS, London. 

May 2007: Conference of Irish Geographers. "Policy and Practice of Mainstreaming Deaf Education in Ireland: erasing deafness?” 
Venue: St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin.

April 2007: Association of American Geographers Conference.

“Policy and Practice of Mainstreaming Deaf Education in Ireland: an international comparative study.”

Venue: Hilton Hotel, San Francisco.

March 2007: Emerging New Research in Geographies of Health and Impairment
“Policy and Practice of Mainstreaming Deaf Education in Ireland: an international comparative study.”

Venue: University of Leeds.

June 2006: Bristol University, Centre for Deaf Studies, Deaf Spaces Workshop. (Invited Speaker)
“Space and Identity: Using geographical theory in the interpretation of Deaf Spaces.”

Venue: Bristol University.

June 2006: Emerging New Research in Geographies of Health and Impairment:
“Flashing Doorbells: Ethnographic Research in the Deaf World”

Venue: Queen Mary, University of London.
April 2006: Deaf Studies Today! Conference

“Space and Identity: Using geographical theory in the interpretation of Deaf Spaces.”

Venue:  Utah Valley State College, USA.

November 9th 2005: Anthropology Adult Education Course Workshops

“A Deaf Ethnicity?  The Implications of categorising the Deaf Community as an ethnic minority.”

Venue:  NUI Maynooth

April 6th 2004: Linguistic Department Presentation Series (Invited speaker)
 “The challenges facing deaf education in Ireland: a need for desegregation” 

Venue: Gallaudet University, Washington DC

CONFERENCE SESSIONS ORGANISED

March 2009: AAG Annual General Meeting, Boston. Co-organised session entitled “Disability in Education: Geographies of Inclusion and Exclusion” with Amber Lee Boles, Texas State University.

April 2008: AAG Annual General Meeting, Boston. Co-organised 2 sessions entitled “Geographies of Disability: Contesting the Boundaries” with Dr. Louise Holt, University of Reading.

PUBLICATIONS

Mathews, E. S. (2007). A quantitative overview of the Irish Deaf Education System.  Chapter in unpublished report prepared by Lorraine Leeson for the National Council for Special Education, Ireland. (tendered research)

Mathews, E. S. (2008). “Space and Identity: Using geographical theory in the interpretation of Deaf Spaces” in Deaf Studies Today!: Simply Complex 2006 Conference Proceedings, Utah Valley University: USA. (conference proceedings)

Mathews, E.S. (forthcoming 2010). ‘“No Sign Language if you want to get him talking”: Power, Transgression/Resistance, and Discourses of d/Deafness in the Republic of Ireland.’ in Population, Space and Place 
Mathews, E.S. (forthcoming 2010). “De/Re-institutionalising deafness through the mainstreaming of deaf education in the Republic of Ireland” in Holt, L (Ed.) Geographies of children, youth and families: an international perspective. Routledge: Oxon

MEMBERSHIP OF ACADEMIC SOCIETIES/ASSOCIATIONS:

2008-Present: Member of the World Federation of the Deaf

2006 – Present: Geographical Society of Ireland 

2005-Present: Member of the AAG with speciality group membership in Disability Speciality Group, Geographical Perspectives on Women Group & Sexuality Speciality Group.

2004 – Present: Irish Fulbright Alumni Association 

REFERENCES:
Prof. Rob Kitchin, Director, National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis, NUI Maynooth, Co. Kildare
01-7083372
rob.kitchin@nuim.ie







