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Spatial Planning in Ireland: the European Context

The EU Commission published the Fumpoesn Spatial Development
FH?M&{ESDF}H‘IHH. It includes a number of new concepis for
spalial planning that are lkely 1o have significant implications for terrtodal
aspects of development throughout the EU and also within member states.
The need to maintain an ongoing EU lovel programme of research and
policy analysis in relation lo spaial planning and developmenl was
recognised by the establishment of the European Spatial Planning
‘Obsanvation Network (ESPON) in 2001.

This workshop will providé (he first opportunity 1o present the ESPON work
programme fo planners and other inferesled padies in Ineland. Summaries
of the oulcomes from the first phase of the research programme and
praliminary conclugions in relation to fulure policies for apatial planning at
ELl level will be presented. This will provide an opporunity 1o establish the
broader European contexd for the National Spatial Strategy. The workshop
will also consider the kevel of progress achieved in the implementation of
the NES, and for policy makers in key govemmant departments & will
provide an opporunily o consider the prospects for spatial planning and
mewrmmmmmﬂmam
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The workshop is organised by the Department of Environment, Hertage
and Local Govemment and NIRSA (he National Insttute for Regional and
Spatial Analysis), which has been appointed &s the ESPON Contact Pont
in lredand.

Objectivos:

To promole the ESPOM programma

To dissaminate rasults from the research projects

;fo assess implications for spalial plarning and regional devalopment in

Target audience:

Planners, Officials from Governmenl Dapariments and State Agencies,
Directors of Regional Authorities & Regional Assemblies, Directors of City &
County Development Boards, Senior officials in Local Authosities,
Acacemics, Members of Eurcpean Parliament
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Programme

800 Registration
Chair: Mr. John Martin. Department of the Environmant, Horilage
and Local Govammant and cument Chair of ESPON Monitoring
Commitiee

830 Owarview of ESPON Programme: Key concepls & links to Third
Cohesion Report
Mr Peter Mahiybe, Diractor, ESPON Coordination Unit

10.0D Key findings from Research Projects on Polycentric Urban
Development and Rural — Urban Relabons,
Prof. Jim Walsh and Jearme Meldon, NIRSA

11.00 - 11.30 Tea/Coffes

11.30 Key findings from Research Projects on Tarritonal impacts of CAP
&Rqa*ﬂevﬂupmipﬁcyardmdmdwml

podcies
Patrick Commins, Adjunct Professor, NIRSA
12.00 Discussion
12 45 - 14.00 Lunch
Chair: Professor Jim Waish, Chair of Board of NIRSA

14.00 Third Cohesion Report Imphcations for Ireland post 2006
Frofassor John Fitzgerald, ESRI

Implications of Third Cohesion Report for rural areas
Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director, BMW Regional

Assembly

15.00 ESPON and the National Spatial Stralogy: Overview of progress
on implemantation of the NSS
Finian Matthews, Spatial Policy Unit, Department of Emvironment,
Hevitage and Local Govemnmaent

15.30 Panel Discussion

16.00 Closa of Seminar



