ISSP Summer School

Participation, Praxis and Policy: Understanding and contributing to society and economy

Arts Block, North Campus, NUI Maynooth
21 – 25 June, 2010
	Time
	Mon 
June 21
	Tue 
June 22
	Wed 
June 23
	Thurs 
June 24
	Fri 
June 25

	9.30-11.00
	
	Plenary session: Can ‘participation’ enable the imagination and articulation of policy alternatives?
Dr. Mary Murphy, Dept. Sociology, NUI Maynooth
	Methodology: Two parallel sessions on participatory and comparative methods
Dr. Maggie O’Neill, School of Applied Social Sciences, University of Durham 
&

Dr. Jane Gray, Dept. Sociology, NUI Maynooth 
	Plenary session: Policy-Relevant Social Science: Researching Divided Cities
Prof. Liam O’Dowd, School of Sociology, Social Policy and Social Work, Queens University Belfast
	Plenary session: Implementing the North/South Provisions of the Good Friday Agreement - Policy and Practice
Dr. Tim O’Connor, Former Secretary-General to President Mary McAleese and Former Joint Secretary of the North South Ministerial Council

	Break
11.00-11.30
	
	
	
	
	

	11.30-1.00
	Welcoming session: Overview of the Summer School
Prof. Rob Kitchin, NIRSA, NUI Maynooth & Dr. Denis Linehan, UCC
	Facilitated debate on cross-cutting themes around participation
Dr. James Cunningham, CISC, NUI Galway 
&

Dr. Linda Connolly, University College Cork


	Methodology: Three parallel sessions on participatory, comparative (repeated) and quantitative research methods
Dr. Maggie O’Neill, School of Applied Social Sciences, University of Durham 
&

Dr. Jane Gray, Dept. Sociology, NUI Maynooth
&

Prof. Richard Layte, The Economic and Social Research Institute 
	Facilitated debate on cross-cutting themes around policy
Prof. Michael Woods, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Wales & 
Prof. Karl Whelan, School of Economics, University College Dublin
	Workshop: 5 min presentation on (a) summer school feedback & relationship to PhD topic

(b) assignment paper and how summer school will influence content / discussion
Students 

	Lunch
1.00-2.00
	Juicy Lucy Cafe, North Campus
	Juicy Lucy Café, North Campus
	Arts Building Foyer
	Juicy Lucy Café, North Campus
	Juicy Lucy Café, North Campus

	2.00-3.30
	Interactive short sessions - 5 min presentations on PhD topic 
Students
	Facilitated debates (2): Parallel Sessions on ISSP streams

Dr. James Cunningham, CISC, NUI Galway
&

Dr. Linda Connolly, University College Cork


	Fieldtrip to Dublin for afternoon (St. Michaels Estate & Fatima Mansions)
Depart Maynooth at 1.45p.m.
	Facilitated debates (2): Parallel Sessions on ISSP streams 
Prof. Michael Woods, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Wales & 
Prof. Karl Whelan, School of Economics, University College Dublin
	Facilitated ‘wrap-up’ session  

	Break
3.30-4.00
	
	
	
	
	

	4.00-5.30
	Interactive short sessions - 5 min presentations on PhD topic 
Students
	Facilitated session – feedback on facilitated debates earlier
	
	Facilitated session – feedback on
earlier discussions


	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.00p.m.
	Plenary session: Politics, Ethics, Praxis
Prof. Lynn A. Staeheli, Institute of Geography, University of Edinburgh
(Boardroom, John Hume Building, North Campus)
	
	Fieldtrip concludes
	
	

	6.30p.m.
	
	Launch of IQDA (Irish Qualitative Data Archive)

Renehan Hall, South Campus
	
	
	

	7.00p.m.
	
	
	Social event in Dublin City

(Commencing in the Porter House)
	Social outing

(The Roost, Maynooth)
	

	8.00p.m.
	Dinner

(Mantra, Main Street, Maynooth)
	
	
	
	


*Unless otherwise specified, all sessions will take place in the Arts Building, North Campus, NUI Maynooth.

Monday 21st June
10.00 – 11.30

Registration
11.30 – 1.00

Overview of the Summer School & Interactive Workshop



Prof. Rob Kitchin, Director, National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA), NUI Maynooth & Dr. Denis Linehan, 




University College Cork
In welcoming delegates to this week-long summer School, Prof. Kitchin and Dr. Linehan will consider whether contemporary debates about participation, relating to citizenship, democracy, consultation, advocacy, activism, and cooperation inform the research process and if we, as academic researchers, can engage in policy debates and seek to influence public and political opinion.
The session will be run as a workshop.  Expect plenty of interactivity!  Participants are to select their policy of choice, argue for it and defend it. Their policy will then be voted on.
Required Readings:

Thomas, M. (2010). Mark Thomas presents The People’s Manifesto. Reading, Berkshire: Ebury Press. 
(A book costing approx. Stg£4.99; for Prof. Kitchin’s review of it, see http://theviewfromthebluehouse.blogspot.com/2010/05/review-of-peoples-manifesto-by-mark.html)



Freire, P (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Published by Penguin. (see Chapter 1).
Further details on Prof. Kitchin’s research interests are available at http://www.nuim.ie/nirsa/people/admin/kitchin.shtml



Further details on Dr. Linehan’s research interests are available at http://www.ucc.ie/ucc/depts/geography/pages/staff/linehan_d.htm
1.00 – 2.00

Lunch

2.00 – 3.30 

Student Presentations



Further details to follow

3.30 – 4.00

Tea/Coffee Break

4.00 – 5.30 

Student Presentations



Further details to follow

6.00 – 7.30 

Plenary Session: Politics, Ethics, Praxis



Prof. Lynn A. Staeheli, Institute of Geography, University of Edinburgh

Praxis is one of those ideas that seems so straightforwardly good.  As many feminists conceptualise it, praxis involves efforts to democratise research through particular commitments to the people and communities we study.  For many of us, this means that the questions we ask, the theoretical constructs we use, the evidence we collect, and our analytical and representational strategies feed into efforts to effect social change.  Yet praxis leads directly to a set of questions that often seem intractable.  Whose politics do we work for?  How do we reconcile our politics as individuals with the politics of those with whom we work?  What happens when we do not share the same political commitments?  Each of these is a political question, but each also raises ethical questions that operate at different levels.  Praxis involves commitments to people and communities that are ethical, not just political.  And the ethical commitments we carry as scholars often come into conflict with the ethical practices and rules established by our disciplines, universities, and funding councils.  In a time when we are required to demonstrate the ‘impact’ or ‘relevance’ of our research, we need to pay serious attention to the relationships between politics, ethics, and praxis.   




For required readings, click here.




Further details on Prof. Staeheli’s research interests are available at http://www.geos.ed.ac.uk/people/person.html?indv=1325
 8.00 


Delegate Dinner, Mantra
The ‘summer school dinner’ will take place at Mantra in Maynooth village at 8pm. Food and refreshments will be included as part of the overall fee. 

The venue is located on the main street of the village and is less than 10 minutes walk from campus.

There will be a set menu with vegetarian options.

For more information on the venue please follow the link: http://www.mantrabar.ie/
Tuesday 22nd June
9.30 – 11.00

Plenary Session: Can ‘participation’ enable the imagination and articulation of policy alternatives?



Dr. Mary Murphy, Department of Sociology, NUI Maynooth

This paper seeks to examine role ‘participation’ can play in understanding or contributing to society and economy. It offers some key issues and themes for further reflection. It first seeks to define ‘participation’. In Ireland ‘participation’ has been defined as a thin conception of participation and in relatively liberal individualistic and exclusionary terms. Public discourse about participation has centered on a narrow type of active citizenship which promotes participation as partnership, customer consultation, advocacy for individual rights, and activism as local volunteering. The paper explores recent examples of these limited forms of ‘participation’ and argues they contribute little to widen our understanding of social or economic political choices.   The lesson for civil society is to be wary of the trade off between a more limited form of policy influencing relationship with the state at the expense of a more dynamic participative democracy that offers opportunity for more imaginative discourse capable of articulating alternative policy choices for a more social and sustainable economy. 

Adopting a critical political theory approach the paper offers a more radical definition of participation. This stresses the capacity of collective participatory responses to social and economic issues and the importance of enabling voice of all in determining Ireland future developmental direction. It offers examples of how society initiated ‘public’ participation can open up public discourse, public space, public sphere and ultimately the public imagination about the possibilities of alternatives. Key to a more radical approach is tackling participation inequality and addressing significant democratic deficits, in formal and informal participation. The paper then reviews recent policy initiatives which have curtailed the participative capacity of civil society, undermined and attacked conditions for  a vibrant civil society, increased state control over civil society, maximized  the role of the market in organising society and consolidated power ‘above’ at the expense of ‘power below’. The paper ends by exploring how civil society responses to curtailment of participation and empowerment and creating the space to imagine and articulate alternatives.   




For required readings click here.




Recommended Readings:

Solt, Frederick (2008). ‘Economic Inequality and democratic political engagement’ in American Journal of Political Science Vol. 52(1), Jan2008, pp.48-60.  

Murray, Michael (2007). ‘Cosmopolitans versus the locals: community-based protest in the age of globalisation’ in Irish Journal of Sociology, Dec2007, Vol. 16(2), pp.117-135.
Kirby, Peadar and Murphy, Mary (2009).  ‘State and civil society in Ireland, conclusion and mapping alternatives’ in Brion, Deiric and Kirby, Peadar (eds.) Power, Protest and Democracy, State and civil society in Ireland. Dublin: Faber Press, pp.143-149.
Baker, John et al (2009). Equality, From Theory to Action, second edition, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. Chapters on ‘Ideology and resistance’ pp. 212-228 and ‘Strategic Issues for the Equality Movement’ pp.229-246.
Further details on Dr. Murphy’s research interests are available at http://sociology.nuim.ie/MaryMurphy.shtml
11.00 – 11.30

Tea/Coffee Break

11.30 – 1.00

Facilitated Debate on Cross-cutting Themes around Participation with:
· Dr. James Cunningham, CISC, NUI Galway
Further details on Dr. Cunningham’s research interests are available at http://www.nuigalway.ie/cisc/people/jcunningham.html
· Dr. Linda Connolly, Institute for Social Science in the 21st Century & Department of Sociology, University College Cork
Further details on Dr. Connolly’s research interests are available at






http://www.ucc.ie/en/DepartmentsCentresandUnits/Sociology/Staff/LindaConnollyPhDHeadofDepartment/






1.00 – 2.00

Lunch

2.00 – 3.30

Parallel Sessions (ISSP Streams)




Parallel Session 1 – Sustainable Communities: with Dr. Linda Connolly
Social Movement Research





Dr. Linda Connolly, Institute for Social Science in the 21st Century & Department of Sociology, University College Cork

This session aims to critically examine methodologies typically employed in social movement research.  The discussion will draw on the methodology employed in a comprehensive study conducted on the women’s movement in Ireland, as a social movement, which combined: 1. Social movement organisations; 2. Biographical research; 3. Documentary research (using movement archives).





For required readings, click here.

Recommended book: Connolly, L. & Hourigan, N. eds. (2006). Social Movements and Ireland. Manchester: Manchester 




University Press.  In particular, see Chapter 1 – ‘Theories of social movements: a review of the field’.

Recommended Newspaper Article: ‘Civil-society initiative can provide alternative response to crisis’ Irish Times, 14 June 2010. See http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/opinion/2010/0614/1224272439753.html
Parallel Session 2 – Knowledge Economy: with Dr. James Cunningham 
University Industry Collaboration: Moving Beyond Mutual Incomprehension






Dr. James Cunningham, CISC, NUI Galway

With an interest in commercialisation, technology transfer and academic entrepreneurship, Dr Cunningham will consider the changing nature of collaboration between university communities and their external stakeholders and its impactions on researchers, industry and society.




For required readings, click here.

3.30 – 4.00

Tea/Coffee Break

4.00 – 5.30

Facilitated Wrap-up Session
6.30


Launch of the Irish Qualitative Data Archive (IQDA)



Presentation on the archive by Dr. Jane Gray & Dr. Aileen O’Carroll




Renehan Hall, South Campus




For details on the IQDA, see http://www.iqda.ie/
Wednesday 23rd June

9.30 – 11.00

Parallel Sessions on Praxis




Parallel Session 1: Participatory Action Research: Inclusion, Participation and Interventions









Dr. Maggie O’Neill, School of Applied Social Sciences, University of Durham
Focusing on participatory research methods, Dr. O’Neill considers the growing opportunities for use of innovation methodologies across the social sciences in conducting academic research and producing praxis.





For required readings, click here.






Recommended book: O'Neill, M. (2010). Asylum, Migration and Community. Bristol: Policy Press.










(due for publication on 1 July 2010).






Recommended websites: http://www.safetysoapbox.co.uk/  (the Walsall Sex Work Project)

     http://www.makingtheconnections.info/ (participatory research on forced migration)

Further details on Dr. O’Neill’s research interests are available at http://www.dur.ac.uk/sass/staff/profile/?id=8314
Parallel Session 2: The Comparative Method





Dr. Jane Gray, Department of Sociology, NUI Maynooth
Comparison is at the heart of all social scientific inquiry, but in recent years the ‘comparative method’ has increasingly been associated with formal explanatory strategies for small numbers of cases. This course aims to provide students with an introduction to the knowledge and skills necessary for designing and implementing small-N comparative research in the social sciences. Drawing on examples from Irish research, students will be introduced to the logic of comparative research, varieties of comparative strategies and computer-assisted configurational analysis.  No experience with statistics or statistical software is necessary or expected.
For required readings, click here.

Further details on Dr. Gray’s research interests are available http://sociology.nuim.ie/JanepersonalPage.shtml
11.00 – 11.30

Tea/Coffee Break

11.30 – 1.00

Parallel Sessions on Praxis




Parallel Session 1: with Dr. Maggie O’Neill (as above)





Parallel Session 2: with Dr. Jane Gray (as above)





Parallel Session 3: Money, Taste and Location: Income, Food Deserts and Diet in Ireland
Prof. Richard Layte, The Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI)

This paper investigates the impact of local environment and specifically, the number and type of shops in the local area, on the diet and nutrition of individuals and families. There is now good evidence across a number of countries that socio-economic status is inversely related to the quality of an individual’s diet and nutrition. Lower social class, income and education can impact on diet directly by restricting the resources available to purchase food but can also affect diet indirect if the areas in which lower income groups live are less well served with food outlets.

Studies from the US and Canada have consistently shown that poorer communities have fewer larger supermarkets and more convenience stores and take away food outlets. Shops in poorer areas are more likely to stock a higher proportion of processed foods which tend to be higher in saturated fats, salt and sugars and a smaller range of fruit and vegetables than larger stores. The smaller convenience stores also tend to charge higher prices than larger supermarkets. Proximity to a supermarket and indeed, number of local supermarkets, is positively associated with higher fruit and vegetable intake and better dietary quality among low income households.

Evidence from the UK, Australia and the Netherlands, on the other hand, has been negative. Although some UK studies in the late 1980s did show an association between food availability and poorer areas, later studies did not find differences in the availability or price of food between better and worse off communities. Moreover, studies have also failed to find an independent association between neighbourhood and community food availability and individual diet and fruit and vegetable intake once adequate control is taken of household income. 

It is unclear why the findings from North American studies are so different from those elsewhere but it has been suggested that the different regulatory environment in the US compared to European countries and Australia in combination with the higher levels of socio-economic segregation in North America due to ethnic and racial divisions, may contribute. Low levels of inward migration until comparatively recently mean that Ireland has nothing like the racial or ethnic segregation of the US but there has been a tendency since the 1960s for lower income and local authority housing in Ireland to be built in large estates on the periphery of the larger cities with little or no infrastructure including retail opportunities. This may well mean that Ireland has higher levels of socio-economic segregation than Britain and other European countries although there is no published evidence of this.      

This paper uses data from the Irish National Health and Lifestyle Survey from 2007 (Slán07) to estimate multi-level models of the impact of distance to food outlets and density of shops on the diet of individuals measured by the DASH scale of cardiovascular dietary quality. Results indicate that more socio-economically advantaged individuals are likely to live closer to a larger food store with greater variety of foodstuffs and to consume a better diet as measured by the DASH score. Controlling for individual and household characteristics, individuals who live closer to a larger supermarket or who live in an area with a higher density of supermarkets have a significantly better diet. Our findings confirm the importance of socio-economic gradients in diet and nutrition and suggest that food availability may be a significant contributor to poorer dietary quality, particularly in less advantaged households.
For required readings, click here.

Further details on Prof. Layte’s research interests are available http://www.esri.ie/staff/view_all_staff/view/index.xml?id=76
1.00 – 1.45

Lunch

1.45 – 6.00

Fieldtrip: Fatima Mansions & St. Michaels Estate, Dublin
Our fieldtrip will start with a visit to St Michael’s Estate in Inchicore. This estate was intended for regeneration akin to Fatima Mansions but, unfortunately, has not been nearly as successful. St Michael's Estate Regeneration Board CEO Eadaoin Ni Chléirigh will take us on a tour through the complex presenting us with her point of view on why St. Michaels Estate - a place where quality of life, quality of housing, quality of services and quality of community facilities are insufficient - has been let down by the redevelopment plan. 

Our visit will then continue to Fatima Mansions. In their own words Fatima Groups United  (www.http://www.fatimagroupsunited.com/) states that previously the estate was a “byword for ghettoisation, crime, drugs and anti-social behaviour”, and today has become “a byword for success, innovation and excellence”. Current projects in Fatima Mansions include: Arts and Culture, Health initiatives, a children’s daycare centre and a community employment project. Our visit to Fatima will include a guided tour of the flat complex, a visit to their new community centre and, finally, a presentation by John Whyte of the Fatima Mansions Regeneration Project.  This will be followed by a question and answers session, where tea and coffee will be available.  





Draft Programme

13.45: Leave Maynooth by coach after short lunch

14.30: Arrive St Michael’s Estate.

          Eadaoin Ní Cheirigh to show around and give short talk.  

15.15: Group to take Luas direct to Fatima Mansions.  

(Luas stops outside St Michael’s Estate and Fatima Mansions).  

15.30: John Whyte to show group around, give PowerPoint presentation, Q&A opportunity.  

Tea and coffee will be available.  

17.00: Fieldtrip concludes, 

(Group to make their own arrangements to Dublin City Centre) 




Field Trip Followed by Social Outing in Dublin
Following from our field trip to St. Michael’s Estate and Fatima Mansion, we will proceed with a ‘cultural’ visit into the city centre. We will dine in the Porter House, a brewery that offers live music and food and a variety of home brewed and international beers. A table will be reserved for us. Participants will be expected to pay for their own food and refreshments (main courses from €10).
For more info on the venue please follow the link    http://www.porterhousebrewco.com/ 

Following dinner, we will install ourselves in a nearby pub, if possible with live music (venue to be confirmed). 

N. B. Please note that there will be a bus arrangement leaving Dublin at midnight that will bring us back to Maynooth. 

Thursday, 24th June

9.30 – 11.00

Plenary Session: Policy-Relevant Social Science: Researching Divided Cities

Prof. Liam O’Dowd, Professor of Sociology & Director of Centre for International Borders Research (CIBR), School of Sociology, Social Policy and Social Work, Queens University Belfast




The paper will discuss the interface between social science research and policy issues.  It will argue that this relationship is complex and is best understood as a two-way process which evolves over time and which operates on several levels.  The paper will question naïve definitions of ‘evidence-based policy’ and draws on the author’s own research on cities divided by ethno-national conflict in order to illustrate the arguments advanced (see www.conflictincities.org).




For required readings click here.




Recommended website: www.conflictincities.org (see Working Paper series)

Further details on Prof O’Dowd’s research interests are available at http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofSociologySocialPolicySocialWork/Staff/AcademicStaff/LiamODowd/ 
11.00 – 11.30

Tea/Coffee Break

11.30 – 1.00

Facilitated Debate on Cross-cutting Themes around Policy with:
· Prof. Michael Woods, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Wales
Further details on Prof. Wood’s research interests are available at http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/iges/staff/academic-staff/professor-michael-woods/
· Prof. Karl Whelan, School of Economics, University College Dublin
Further details on Prof. Whelan’s research interests are available at http://www.karlwhelan.com/
1.00 – 2.00

Lunch

2.00 – 3.30

Parallel Sessions (ISSP Streams)
Parallel Session 1 – Knowledge Economy: with Prof. Karl Whelan
Policy Lessons from Ireland’s Latest Depression and the Challenge of Feeding these into Practice 
Prof. Karl Whelan, School of Economics, University College Dublin 

The evidence-base that Ireland’s economic performance, from the heady days of the Celtic Tiger,, was inevitably going to slow-down was largely ignored until the global economy imploded in 2008.  Throughout much of the late ‘noughties’ economic policy was based on unwarranted optimism; thus leaving Ireland overly exposed to the international downturn.  It could be argued that this is a case of a policy-praxis divide at its best!  The question now is what are the lessons that can be taken from this ‘painful’ experience? And can the policy-praxis divide be bridged?

For required readings click here.





Parallel Session 2 – Balanced Development: with Prof. Michael Woods
The Promise and Pitfalls of Policy Research: A Personal Critical Reflection




Prof. Michael Woods, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Wales 

This talk draws on the experience of conducting research for government clients to consider the methodological and practical issues involved in doing policy research. It briefly summarises debates about the pros and cons of policy research, before focusing on the actual practice of policy research. It examines the potential benefits and opportunities of policy research as well as the possible pitfalls. As such, the talk aims to provide practical advice on how to negotiate the process of policy research successfully, and argues that policy research often requires researchers to employ skills and adopt roles that are not common in purely academic research.
For required readings click here.

3.30 – 4.00

Tea/Coffee Break

4.00 – 5.30

Facilitated Wrap-up Session
7.00p.m.
Social Event: For those who still want to spend some time together, an evening meal at the Roost- the local for NUIM students- will be organized. Food is good quality and prices are within 10 to 15 euro.
Friday, 25th June

9.30 – 11.00 

Plenary Session: Implementing the North/South Provisions of the Good Friday Agreement - Policy and Practice
Dr. Tim O’Connor, Former Secretary-General to President McAleese’s Office, Former Consul General of Ireland in New York City and Former Southern Joint Secretary to the North/South Ministerial Council 

Dr. Tim O'Connor, the inaugural Southern Joint Secretary of the North/South Ministerial Council, outlines the background to the North/South provisions of the Good Friday Agreement, how they were amplified in subsequent negotiations, and conveyed into an international agreement and domestic legislation in the UK and Ireland and finally how the early years of implementation of the provisions, including the novel Cross Border Bodies, worked out in practice.  Tim O'Connor sets out how innovative, flexible approaches were required in implementing a complex new public policy space against the background of a difficult history and differing systems in terms of the running and oversight of public bodies. 

For required readings click here.




Also see http://www.northsouthministerialcouncil.org/
11.00 – 11.30

Tea/Coffee Break

11.30 – 1.00 

Workshop: Student Presentations (5 minutes each) on: 





(a) summer school feedback





(b) assignment paper and how summer school will influence content / discussion within

1.00 – 2.00

Lunch

2.00 – 3.30

Facilitated Wrap-Up Session
3.30


Close: ISSP Summer School 2010

� Streams are as follows: BD (Balanced Development), SC (Sustainable Communities) and KS (Knowledge Society).





