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Outline of talk

A Introduce the research project that the talk is
based on

A Changes in the scope and scale of planning

A strategic spatial planning in the UK and Ireland
and how they address balanced regional
development

A Introduce notion of soft spaces and fuzzy
boundaries, and look at how these have emerged
in spatial planning

A Cross sectoral integration

A Broad conclusions of the research

The research project: 1

The research project 2

Al ntegrated spa-levelal A Research methodology focused on
governance and state 6governance | inesbd
A E:ggzgcayégﬁn%ﬁ ()Evceornt(r)l?r]ti; r?]g?]tﬁgdal A Rather than looking at planning at one
- h : particular scale we explored it across
Alineigzlllalti]:?ﬁ?r??geoa}fpatlal planning post- scales and also across sectors
A Extended to include Ireland to explore the A InterV|.ewed 14.7 people in two stages:
cross-border dimension of integration and - Firstly national actors
as a comparator - Secondly in six case study areas
The research project 3: case Changing scope: from land use
studies regul ation to 0§
AEngland i Leeds City Region A B horatue ppeosth e tractonal g oy
Alreland i Cork Area Strategic Plan glgﬂﬂ}ﬂg’iﬂﬁﬁf{ggtr?;?;j{;ﬁseo’,‘i"g orthodoxy for
ALondonT ThamesGateway ASt emmi ng in part from dissa
development plans and addressing new issues such as
A Northern Ireland i The North West A climate Zhangeh demands for beter Sl
(Derry/Letterkenny 6 Responding to the demands for better integrated policy

A Scotland i the Central Belt

AWalesi NE Wales, SW Cheshire sub-
region

making emerging from government modernisation
A The shift has been reinforced through European policy -
European Spatial Development Perspective
AVisible particularly at t
planning

he




Rescaling planning

A Changes in the scales at which planning
takes place with d6ney
regional scales added to the local scales

AEmergencketoWwednd scal
there are no regulatory requirements for
planning

A Reshaping and rescaling in many ways
reflects the general shift from government
to governance

Rescaling planning: formal
planning systems
A Devolution of planning responsibilities to
Norhthern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and London
in the UK

APreparation of
devolved nations i not England

A More limited devolution to the English regions
A Introduction of new scales in Ireland i NSS and
RPG
A We have termed these the formal/regulatory
scal es the o6hard space
s

6nation

includes the 6l ocal b
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National planning: Ireland

U National Spatial Strategy
U National Development Plan

U Regional Development Strategy (Northern
Ireland)

Key elements of NSS

More efficient Greater Dublin Area The Greater Dublin Area's vital national role is secured in terms of
improved mability, urban design quality, sacial mix, intemational and
regional connections.

Strong galeways in other regions | Balanced national growth and development are secured with the support
of a small number of nationally significant centres, whose location and
scale support the achievement of the type of crtical mass necessary to
sustain strong levels of job growth in the regions.

Hubs Balanced pamerns of growth are supported by towns that link the
capabilities of the gateways to ather areas.

County and sther Lown Structure Balanced patterns of growth are supported by towns that capitaise on
tocal and regional roles and are atso linked 10 the roles of the gateways
and development hubs.

Vibrant and diversified rural Areas | Rural areas benefit from enhanced local employment options and from
development of their resource potential

National Development Plan

U Instrument for allocating expenditure to
national priorities

U1 2007 NDP allocates funding for regional
development within the framework of the
NSS T i.e. in favour of the gateways and
hubs




Regional Development Strategy
Northern Ireland

U Initially published in 2001

U Based on an extensive programme of public
consultation

U Recognises Derry as the regional gateway to the
North West and identifies other regional hubs

U Essentially inward looking

U Adjustments published 2008

U Minister announced RDS Review in June
U Public Consultation Summer 2009

KEY DIAGRAM 4

THE SPATIAL
DEVELOPMENT

\TEGY FOR
NORTHERN IRELAND

Spatial planning in Scotland; the
NPF

A NPF1 published in 2004 s
and draft NPF2 IN 2008

A Framework for national
decision making with a ¥
strong emphasis on P~
infrastructure

A Lack of strong direction
on housing and growth
generally for e.g.

A NPF2 will be a statutory
document

Spatial Planning in Wales: the WSP

A First version published in
2004 (seen as a process
rather than a specific
plan), Update in 2008

A Both have a strong focus
on policy integration

A Sub areas defined with
fuzzy boundaries

A WSP1 criticised for a lack L o
of specific policies e
particularly on growth -

A WSP2includes more
policy detail

English Regions

A No national strategy for directing growth

A No formal devolution of responsibilities other
than in London.

A In the English regions final responsibilities for
issuing RSSs rests with central government

A Lengthy process i 4/5 years in many cases
A I1ssues about delivery i limited regional funding

A From 2010 RSSs will be combined with RESs to
form Integrated Regional Strategies

A In London the responsibility for the London Plan
rests with the Mayor and GLA

Spatial planning in England: RSS
and London Plan
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Rescaling of planning: soft spaces

A Soft spaces, sometimes referred to as functional
spaces, are the in-between scales of strategy and
delivery i- where there are no re?ulatory
requirements or responsibilities for planning.

A Examples of soft spaces include: northern way,
sub-regions, city-regions, cross border regions,
growth areas, housing market pathfinders.

A The (re-)cermercge nc e cof 2lodsiofirt
tracituiccall wselaof cod fouzizy
a policy impetus to break away from working
patterns held to be slow, bureaucratic, or not
reflecting the real geographies of problems and
opportunities.

A A way of undertaking planning outside the lengthy
and often confrontational statutory processes

b

Soft spaces: Ireland 1

A North West Spatial
Strategy

ANewry i Dundalk
sub-regional
strategy

A Not Belfast
Metropolitan Area
Plan

Soft spaces Ireland: Atlantic

Gateways

A Collaboration
between the
6gat eways?o
Atlantic coast

A Aim to create an
Atlantic coast corridor
with the critical mass
to compete with the
east coast corridor

Soft spaces: Ireland 2 - CASP

A Cork Area Strategic Plan

A Non statutory plan for the
Cork City Region

A Growth strategy of
compact growth in city
and ring towns plus along
a newly established
commuter railway line

A Preceded NSS and RPG
and incorporated into
them

A But relies on county and
city councils commitment
to deliver the strategy

Soft spaces: UK

A Leeds City Region
A Wales Spatial Plan:
sub-regions
A Thames Gateway:
London
A In Scotland city
regions are Ohardbd
spaces | statutory
scale of planning

Soft spaces Thames Gateway

East and South East regions
Greater London Authority
Sixteen local authorities
Two UDCs

One URC

Three sub-regional
partnerships

Olympics delivery authority
Homes and Communities
Agency

L;Jndon Development Agency
etc.

160,000 new houses
240,000 new employment
opportunities
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