Critical Thinking and Social Theory
NIRSA Structured PhD programme
Each session (from 3 onward) will be led by one or two students who will set out the main arguments of the readings and suggest key questions that the rest of the group might consider.  The rest of the session will discuss those questions and explore other questions and the arguments the readings make.

Introduction

1.
Introduction to critical thinking and social theory (Oct 1st)
Hubbard, P., Kitchin, R., Bartley, B. and Fuller, D. (2002)  Thinking Geographically.  Continuum, London.  Chapter 1: Introducing Theory.

Kitchin, R., Perkins, C. and Dodge, M.  (in press)  Thinking about maps.  In Dodge, M., Kitchin, R., and Perkins, C. (Eds)  Rethinking Maps.  Routledge, London.  

2.
Philosophy in the social sciences (Oct 8th)
Calhoun, C. (1995) Critical Social Theory Chapter One ‘Rethinking Critical Theory’ . USA: Blackwell

Space

Kitchin, R. (in press) Space.  In Kitchin, R. and Thrift, N. (Eds)  The International Encyclopedia of Human Geography.  Elsevier, Oxford. 

3.  Absolute space (Oct 15th)


Schaefer F.K. (1953) Exceptionalism in geography: a methodological examination. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 43, 226-249.

Harvey, D. (1969) Explanation in Geography.  Edward Arnold, London.

4.  Relational space (Oct 22nd)
Lefebvre, H. (1972/1991) The Production of Space Oxford, Blackwell. Chapter 1
5.  Ontogenetic space (Nov 24th)
Rose, G, 1999. Performing space. In Human Geography Today, ed. D. Massey, J. Allen, and P. Sarre,. Cambridge: Polity, pp. 247-259.
Dodge, M. and Kitchin, R. (2005) Code and the transduction of space.  Annals of the Association of American Geographers 95(1): 162-180
Governance

6. (Nov 12th) Regime Theory

Davies, J. S. (2002) 'Urban regime theory: a normative-empirical critique', Journal of Urban Affairs, 24(1), 1-17.

Mossberger, K. and Stoker, G. (2001) 'The evolution of urban regime theory: the challenge of conceptualization', Urban Affairs Review, 36(6), 810-835.

Ward, K. G. (1996) 'Rereading urban regime theory: a sympathetic critique', Geoforum, 27(4), 427-438.

7. (Nov 19th) Regulation Theory

Boyer, R. (1995) ‘Is regulation theory an original theory of economic institutions?’ in Boyer,R and Saillard, Y. Regulation theory: the state of the art. 

Goodwin, M. and Painter, J. (1997) 'Concrete research, urban regimes and regulation theory’ in Lauria, M. (Ed.) Reconstructing urban regime theory: regulating urban politics in a global economy. Sage Publications: Thousand Oaks/London/New Delhi.
Jessop, B. (2001a) 'Capitalism, the regulation approach, and critical realism'. Department of Sociology, Lancaster University, Lancaster LA1 4YN. Accessed 

at http://www.comp.lancs.co.uk/sociology/papers/Jessop-Capitalism-Regulation-Realism.pdf.
8. (Nov 26th) Actor network Theory

Hubbard et al (2002) Geographies of Governance Thinking Geographically: Space Theory and Contemporary Human Geography, Continuum Press, London. Ch 7 pp175-203
Latour, B. (2004) 'A prologue in form of a dialogue between a student and his (somewhat) socratic professor (Version May 2004)'. Accessed at http://www.bruno-latour.fr/articles/article/090.html.
Law, J. (1986) 'On the methods of long distance control: vessels, navigation, and the Portugese route to India'. Centre for Science Studies, Lancaster University, Lancaster LA1 4YN. Accessed at http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/sociology/ papers/law-methods-of-long-distance-control.pdf.
Law, J. (1992) 'Notes on the theory of the actor network: ordering, strategy and heterogeneity'. Centre for Science Studies, Lancaster University, Lancaster LA1 4YN. Accessed at http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/sociology/ papers/law-notes-on-ant.pdf.

Body

9. The Disciplined Body (Dec 2nd - Tuesday)
Turner, B. ‘Recent Developments in the Theory of the Body’ in The Body: Social Process and Cultural Theory,  eds. M. Featherstone, M. Hepworth and B.S. Turner.  London: Sage Publications.

S. Bordo (1993) ‘Feminism, Foucault and the Politics’ of the Body in ed. C. Ramanazoglu Up Against Foucault.  London: Routledge.

N. Crossley (2005) ‘Mapping Reflexive Body Techniques: On Body Modification and Maintenance’ in Body and Society Vol.11, No. 1. pp.1-35.

10. The Constructed/Technologised Body  (Dec 10th)  

T. Laqueur (1990) Making Sex, Harvard University Press, Ch.3.

N. Crossley (2005) ‘Mapping Reflexive Body Techniques: On Body Modification and Maintenance’ in Body and Society Vol.11, No. 1. pp.1-35.

D. Haraway (2000) [1991] ‘A Cyborg Manifesto: Science Technology and Socialist-Feminism in the Late 20th Century’ in ed Bell and Kennedy The Cybercultural Reader.
11. The Performing Body  (Dec 17th)

I. Varga (2005) ‘The Body – The New Sacred?  The Body in Hypermodernity’   Current Sociology, March 2005, Vol. 53(2): 209-235.

Butler, J. (2004) ‘Acting in Concert’ in Undoing Gender. New York: Routledge.
V.  Pitts (2003) ‘Subversive Bodies, Invented Selves – Theorising Body Politics’ in In the Flesh: The Cultural Politics of Body Modification.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
Conclusion 
12.
Assignment due at end of January.  Reporting sessions in early February.

Assignment
The assignment has been designed to stimulate critical thinking about the conceptual underpinnings of your research and will provide an initial literature review that can be built upon as the thesis develops  

1) Identify a concept related to their PhD research.  Prepare a literature review detailing how that concept has been variously conceptualised (within and across disciplines) (5000 words).  
2) Present a 5 minute overview of main theoretical positions vis-à-vis the chosen concept and facilitate a 10 minute discussion about the concept
