Faculty of Social Sciences

PhD Generic Skills Programme

YEAR 1:

ORGANISING AND MANAGING DOCTORAL RESEARCH
2008-09

DELIVERY:  3 1-day and 2 half-day workshops/seminars in First Semester (5 ECTS CREDITS)

Day 1 Research Planning 1

Monday October 6: NIRSA Conference Room (Top Floor, John Hume Building)
1.1 
09.00 – 10.45 The nature of research & scholarship 
1.2 
11.15 – 13.00 Organizing a research project: general overview 
1.3 
14.00 – 15.45 Identifying a broad research topic 

1.4 
16.15 – 18.00 Developing critical and systematic thinking 

Day 2 Information Sourcing and Management 1

Friday October 10/Monday October 13 Library
2.1/2.2 09.00 – 13.00 Identifying and accessing information/knowledge sources 

Day 3 
Information Sourcing and Management 2
Monday October 20 NIRSA Conference Room

2.3 
14.00 – 15.45 Abstracting, recording, storing and organising research notes 

2.4
16.15 – 18.00 Reviewing literature 

ASSESSMENT: Preparation of literature review
Day 4 Information Sourcing and Management 3

Monday November 3 Computer Centre

09.00 – 18.00  Introduction to EndNote (PB)

Day 5 Research Planning 2  
Monday December 1 NIRSA Conference Room
3.1
09.00 – 10.45 Formulating research questions/hypotheses; Choosing research methodologies 

3.2
11.15 - 13.00 Developing a research action plan; Ethical questions

3.3
14.00 – 15.45 Problem solving in the research process; Analysing and synthesising information

3.4
16.15 – 18.00 Developing the thesis structure.

ASSESSMENT: Preparation of thesis proposal and/or individual research action plan
