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ESDS Qualidata

• function of the Economic and Social Data Service 
(ESDS)

• located at the UK Data Archive-University of Essex 

• acquires, provides access to, and support for, a 
range of qualitative data collections  

• process, digitise, anonymise, catalogue, and 
disseminate qualitative data and documentation

• provides information and training resources for re-
using qualitative data

UKDA: sources of data

Data for research and teaching, used in all 

sectors, and for many different disciplines

• official agencies - mainly central government

• international statistical time series

• individual academics - research grants

• market research agencies

• public records/historical sources

• links to UK census data

• access to international data via links with other 

data archives worldwide

Qualitative data resources

• What is in the archive?

• How can I find it?

• How can I access it?

• How can I use it?

• Why would I want to use it?

What is in the archive?

• diverse data types

o in-depth interviews

o semi-structured interviews

o focus groups

o oral histories

o mixed methods data

o diaries

o maps, diagrams, photographs

• contextual material, field notes, reports, etc.

• formats: digital, paper, analogue, audio-visual



2

Patterns of family life and personal relationships through time

Projects:
• Siblings and Friends: children’s lateral relationships

• The Crafting of Young People’s Relationships

• The Dynamics of Motherhood: an intergenerational project

• Masculinities, Identities and Risk: lives of men and fathers 

• Work and Family Lives: the changing experiences of ‘young’ families 

• Intergenerational Exchange: grandparents, exclusion and health  

• The Oldest Generation: Events, relationships identities in later life

Data:

• Qualitative longitudinal (10+ years) multi-media data

• 400+ participants

• to be archived jointly at Leeds and UK Data Archive

Qualitative data resources

• What is in the archive?

• How can I find it?

• How can I access it?

• How can I use it?

• Why would I want to use it?
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Qualitative data resources

• What do we have?

• How can I find it?

• How can I access it?

• How can I use it?

• Why would I want to use it?

Qualitative data resources

• What do we have?

• How can I find it?

• How can I access it?

• How can I use it?

• Why would I want to use it?
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Ways of reusing qualitative data

• reconceptualise data

• new questions of existing data

• new interpretations of data

• comparative work-across time, 
sub-samples

• methodological study

• descriptive/historical 
background

• teaching 

How have others reused data?

• Mike Savage-Prof-Manchester
– Class and class identity

• Julia Johnson (et al)-Sr Lec-Open U
– 'The Last Refuge' revisited: continuity and 

change in residential care for older people

• Mike Roper-Head of Dept-Essex
– The Secret Battle: Emotional Survival in the 

Great War

• Vanessa May-Lec-Manchester
– On being a good mother

• Joanna Bornat-Prof-Open U
– Revisiting interviews with founders of 

gerontology

Ethical and consent 
considerations

• questions of confidentiality and agreements made 
at the time of fieldwork

• archived data should always conform to ethical and 
legal guidelines with respect to the preservation of 
anonymity when this has been requested by 
informants or guaranteed to them 

• achieve this by various strategies
– consent for archiving

– editing the original data 

– controlling access (e.g., legal undertakings to protect 
confidentiality, licences, case-by-case permission)

Qualitative data resources

• What do we have?

• How can I find it?

• How can I access it?

• How can I use it?

• Why would I want to use it?

(Qualified) benefits of reusing data

• Someone else organised it, but
– Tidy data may not be the right data

• Someone else collected it, but
– You need to find out why and how

• Expedited REC review, but
– No short cuts in ethics

• Reading someone else’s interview
– “Why didn’t they ask…?”

• Reading someone else’s interview
– “Oh no, they already asked that…”
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Other benefits of SA

• May prevent unneeded data 
collection

– repetitive

–burdensome

• May allow more energy for

– theory development

– causal mechanisms

–methods development

–other ideas?

“Secondary” analysis

• Boundary is blurring between 
secondary and primary

–Historical methods

–Longitudinal research

• Some issues

– Informed consent

–Context

–Primary ≠ Privileged

– “Value for money”

For more information

www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/

http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/


