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Oak Room, Mansion House, Dublin

14th May 2009
10am – 1pm
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Workshop

The PLANET Partnerships in association with the Dublin
City Development Board (DCDB) and the National 
Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA, 
NUIM) will be holding a half-day workshop in the 
Mansion House on the 14th May 2009.

The workshop will detail the findings and 
recommendations of a research project that examined 
new ways of mapping and analyzing social inclusion data 
in Dublin City with a view to significantly improving the 
evidence base for policy formulation, critical decision 
making, and the monitoring and evaluating programme 
interventions. 

Improving the evidence-base

At present, area-based social inclusion analysis has 
been overly reliant on census data generated every five 
years and outputted at Electoral Division level. This data 
whilst having utility is very quickly out of date and 
aggregated to a relatively coarse spatial scale that 
masks local variations in social conditions.  

There is, therefore, a pressing need to produce a high 
quality evidence base: at a finer spatial resolution; using 
more timely data; distributed in an accessible form that 
can be used by non-mapping experts.  

Such data will be of enormous value to government and 
on-the-ground agencies to be able to identify and target 
particular needs as effectively as possible and to ensure 
efficiencies in the delivery of public services.

Currently available data

Easily available but under-utilised

Access to public facility services
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Ballyfermot Social Welfare Office
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Solutions – Increased spatial detail

The pilot project sought ways to improve the spatial 
scale of mapped data.  It mapped social and economic 
census data at the Enumerator Area scale (c. 900 
people) and welfare data at the new Small Area scale 
(c. 300 people) as opposed to the ED scale (c. 4000 
people).  In addition it mapped travel to work patterns 
at the local scale and accessibility to public facility 
services such as GPs and schools.

Solutions – Time based evidence

Following specific guidance from the Data Protection 
Commissioner, extensive research was undertaken 
with the Department of Social and Family Affairs with 
regards to analyzing and mapping Live Register data. 
The objective was to spatially encode the data so that 
it could be mapped at the Small Area scale.  

The availability of official data on an annual, quarterly 
or even monthly or weekly basis at a very local scale 
will be useful to anyone interested in monitoring and 
evaluating levels of social inclusion over time.  It will 
also help make Ireland compliant with the EU INSPIRE 
directive which requires data holders to conform to 
specific standards by 2014. 

Solutions – Interactive atlas

To improve data access the project made the census 
data for 1991, 1996, 2002 and 2006 for EDs and 2006 
for EAs available using a user-friendly, interactive, 
web-based system, Instant Atlas.  The software allows 
users to map specific variables, select and compare 
different areas, monitor change over time, and produce 
maps for inclusion in reports and publications 

Timely but Spatially Crude

Timely and spatially detailed

Easy access for decision makers
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Workshop Schedule

10.00 Registration and Tea/Coffee on Arrival

10.30: Welcome, Dr Mary Murphy, Chair, Social Inclusion Measures Group,
Dublin City Development Board

10.45: Outline of Project, Brendan Bartley, NIRSA, NUI Maynooth.

11.00: Creating a census atlas of Dublin at ED and EA scales
Mapping travel to work data to examine local labour markets
Mapping deprivation indices and access to services
Mapping welfare data at the Small Area scale
Project findings and recommendations
Justin Glesson and Prof. Rob Kitchin, NIRSA, NUI Maynooth

12.00: Panel discussion and questions and answers
13.00: Close

The workshop will be of interest to 
social inclusion managers, data 
holders, researchers, budget holders, 
planners and policy makers working for:

• Local authorities
• Partnership 
• Community groups
• State agencies 
• Government departments

Who should attend?                          Reserving your place:                          

Attendance to the workshop is free. 
However, spaces are limited so 
registration is important.

By Phone: (053) 9422788

By fax: (053) 9422902

By email: info@planet.ie


