
d ia s p o ra  e n g a g e m e n t:

w h a t, h o w , w h y?

a la n  g a m le n
o xfo rd  u n iv e rs ity



w h a t: in s titu tio n s

dias pora building
• c u ltiv a tin g  d ia s p o ric  

id e n tity
– b ro a d c a s tin g  &  p rin t m e d ia
– rh e to ric  &  s ym b o ls
– c e le b ra tio n s  a n d  a w a rd s
– c o m m u n ity o rg a n iz in g

• re c o g n iz in g  d ia s p o ra  
c o m m u n itie s
– s ta tis tic s  &  m o n ito rin g
– id e n tity le g is la tio n
– b u re a u c ra tic  c o o rd in a tio n

dias pora integration
• e xte n d in g  rig h ts

– v o tin g  rig h ts
– le g is la tiv e  c o n s u lta tio n
– c o n s u la r a s s is ta n c e
– b e n e fit p o rta b ility

• e xtra c tin g  o b lig a tio n s
– ta xa tio n
– re m itta n c e s  &  in v e s tm e n ts
– p o litic a l in flu e n c e
– k n o w le d g e  tra n s fe rs



h o w : p o litic s

local
• re a c tiv e

– “g o v e rn m e n ts  e n te r th e  
p ic tu re  a s  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f 
th e  p h e n o m e n o n  b e c o m e s  
e v id e n t” 

p o rte s  1 9 9 9 , e th n ic  &  
ra c ia l s tu d ie s

• p ro a c tiv e
– “s ta te -le d  tra n s n a tio n a lis m ”

m a rg h a ritis  2 0 0 6
– “d ia s p o ra  s tra te g ie s ”

la rn e r 2 0 0 7 , 
tra n s a c tio n s

international
• a id  a g e n c ie s

– o u ts o u rc e  a id  p ro v is io n
– c u ltiv a te  b ro k e rs
– p a c ify d o m e s tic  le ft a n d  

rig h t

• in te rn a tio n a l 
o rg a n iz a tio n s
– fu lfill a  m a n d a te  to  e a s e  

c o n flic ts  o f in te re s t
– fre e  m a rk e ts  &  

in te rv e n tio n s



w h y: n o rm s

• in te re s ts
– im p e ra tiv e s : a d a p tin g  to  tra n s n a tio n a lis m  

• o b lig a tio n s
– a d  h o c  a n d  a rb itra ry tre a tm e n t c a n  b e  u n ju s t



c o n c lu s io n

1. a  c lu s te r o f in s titu tio n s , m o re  o r le s s  
u b iq u ito u s

 th e  e m ig ra tio n  s ta te  
g a m le n  2 0 0 9 , p o litic a l g e o g ra p h y

1. p re s s u re s  o n  s ta te s  to  e n g a g e  d ia s p o ra s  
 tra n s n a tio n a lis m  fro m  b e lo w  a n d  a b o v e

1. n o t “w h e th e r” to   m a k e  p o lic ie s  b u t “h o w ”
 c o he re nc e



s o m e  fu rth e r re a d in g

• Sh e rm a n
• RC Sm ith
• Ev a  Os te rg a a rd -Nie ls e n
• Le v itt a n d  De  la  De h e s a
• Go n z a le z -Gu tie rre z


	diaspora engagement:
	what: institutions
	how: politics
	why: norms
	conclusion
	some further reading

